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Abstract

After the opium war in 1840, piracy was rampant in the southeast coast of China.
However, the Qing government could not effectively suppress the pirates due to the
weakness of naval forces. Local officials chose to cooperate with the British navy,
which owns ships with guns. In the early days of the British occupation of Hong Kong,
a non-intervention policy on piracy in Chinese waters angered merchants. Following
the attack on British merchant ships in 1847, and with the consent of the British
government, cooperation with local Chinese officials began. Although the cooperation
between the two countries was highly effective in combating piracy, it also deprived
the Qing government of its maritime dominance. On the other hand, the Chinese pirates
who came to the Malay Peninsula to raid merchant ship at this area, took advantage
of Singapore facilities and supplies to commit the crime easily. However, the limited
financial and naval power of the Straits Settlements could not guarantee the safety of
the channel in the waters of the Malay peninsula, which could only be solved with the

assistance of the British royal navy.
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