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Abstract

The early stage of Mahua literature had a close relationship with the May Fourth
literature. In fact, the progressive social trends and the thought of anti-feudalism during
the May Fourth era were spread to Singapore and Malaya through the news, articles
and literatures which had been published on the newspapers and its supplements. In
other words, anti-feudalism was the base of the theme in the Mahua literature and
the problem consciousness of the Mahua authors. Human rights were one of the
most important issues that had been discovered during the May Fourth era. Women’s
freedom, social status and the rights that they were entitled to became an important
social problem that needed to been solved. Therefore, this study attempts to explore the
origins of Mahua Short Stories with the Theme on Social Preblems through the literary
fields of the Sin Kuo Min Daily and Yik Khuan Poh, and to analyze the anti-feudal spirit

shown in the works which themed on women, love and marriage problems.

Keywords: May Fourth, Mahua Short Stories with thé Theme on Social

Problems, women, anti-feudalism
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