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Abstract

On October 1, 1919, the Sin Kuo Min Journal made its debut as a supplement to
the Sin Kuo Min Daily, a newspaper based in Singapore. Owing to its intrepid adoption
of vernacular Chinese, and its denunciation of the feudal code of ethics as well as its
advocacy of modern thoughts, this journal has always been regarded as a progressive
publication during the May Fourth Movement in Nanyang. However, it is worth to note
that the current researches on the Sin Kuo Min Journal mostly emphasize on literature
analysis rather than discussing its dissemination of ideas. This aspect is important as
the primary purpose of publishing the journal was to spread the ideas of industry and
education. Therefore, in order to understand the role of the Sin Kuo Min Journal during
the May Fourth Movement in Nanyang, it is necessary to reconstruct the ideological
context built for the transmission of ideas about industry and education during the May
Fourth Movement. By understanding the ideological context chosen by the Sin Kuo
Min Journal, then only it is possible to pursue the ideological trajectories and historical

role played by this journal during the May Fourth Movement in Nanyang.
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