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Abstract

Under the long-term contact of the synchronic plane, language often comes with
different levels of competition, growth, substitution or integration. In the language
study of the Chinese dialect enclave in Southeast Asia, early scholars focused on the
competition between dialects and the dialects, and pointed out that sub-dialects have
mutual integration, but rarely do further research. Until recently, local scholars have
paid more and more attention to this topic and have conducted a large number of
investigations.

The language contact is often through vocabulary. The dialects of Xiamen,
Zhangzhou and Quanzhou, which belong to the same Zhangquan area in Chinese
Southern Min dialect, do not differ much in vocabulary use. The phonology is only
slightly different. Overseas Southern Min people can talk without distinction. The so-
called “Hokkien language” is produced on this basis.

The main dialects in Johor Bahru, Malaysia are “Hokkien dialect”, “Chaozhou
dialect” and Hakka dialect. The fusion of “Hokkien dialect” and “Chaozhou dialect”
is directly reflected in the structure of the phonological system, breaking the original
consonant [b, 1, g] and [m, n, 5] complementary “15- consonant” framework, the two
sets of initials gradually formed opposite. In addition to the variation of the initials, the
difference between syllable and tone is more obvious between the sub-diales, and the
reproduction of syllable and tones is also a unique local language phenomenon.

In this article, we will use the scholars’ research results on China’s native language
to understand the similarities and differences of the phonetic systems between Zhang
and Quan dialects, and then compare them with the corpus of the Johor Bahru, and
observe the language fusion in the Johor Bahru.

Keywords: Southen Min dialect, Hokkien dialect, Language contact,
Sound change
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