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Abstract

This paper examines the Malaysian Chinese dialects’ unique linguistic
environment and asserts that this is not just Malaysia’s irreplaceable cultural heritage,
and also a world cultural heritage. This is an incredible contribution by Malaysia to
the history of world civilization. This uniqueness of the Malaysian Chinese dialects’
linguistic phenomenon can be summarized into four features: ‘multifaceted and
multibranched’, ‘cross-layered and cross-generational’, ‘remotely scattered’, ‘closely
integrated’. With reference to these unique features, this paper proposed ten research
methodological strategies, that is: ‘segmented locations research strategy’, ‘macro-
regional research strategy’, ‘multi-generational trailing research strategy’, ‘native
diachronic comparison strategy’, ‘common tongue interactive analysis strategy’,
‘multilingual structural identification strategy’, ‘geographical distributive analysis
strategy’, ‘evolutional phase timeline analysis strategy’, ‘time-space-speaker tri-

dimensional analysis strategy’, ‘insightful reconstructive analysis strategy’.

Keywords: Malaysian Chinese dialects, research methods, overseas
dialects '
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