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Abstract

The Kapitan System in the Malacca was originally developed during the
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Portuguese rules in the 16th century. Initially, the Kapitan of Malacca was assumed by
the Portuguese aristocracy. After Dutch conquered the city of Malacca in 1641 from the
Portuguese, a total of seven Kapitan was appointed from the leaders of different ethnic.
Among them, the first Chinese Kapitan was held by Notchin, whose appointment was
honorary. According to statistics, at least 13 Chinese leaders in Malacca were appointed
from the 16th century to year 1826. However, there were different opinions on the
history of Malacca Chinese Kapitan due to the lack of historical materials. Fortunately,
in the past ten years, many historical materials about the Malacca Chinese Kapitan have
emerged and the research of Malacca Chinese Kapitan has been valued by scholars.
Therefore, this article will review and sort out the research results of Malacca Chinese
Kapitan and introduce the new historical materials that have been explored in recent
years. The above clarification and analysis may be served as a reliable evidence for the
future studies of Malacca Chinese Kapitan.
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