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Abstract

1958 was the crucial year for Chinese education history. Chinese textbooks were
born on independent day. Textbooks play an important role in education since they are
giving guidelines for teaching’s concepts and activities. For teachers, they can save a lot
of time in preparing the lessons; for students, textbooks are good for their reference and
revision What to teach, how to teach and who is going to edit textbooks is not a simple
question. Textbooks play an important role in nurturing knowledge. If we are unable
to provide a good version of textbooks, our entire generation is going to sacrifice, not
only for students but also teachers. However, we never take serious discussion about
the dominant role playing by textbooks; especially on Chinese textbooks Version 1958.
Actually, Chinese textbooks Version 1958 was editing by Seow Yeoh Thian, who was
coming from China He had good knowledge and ability in editing textbooks. Since
Chinese textbooks Version 1958 are born in crucial year and has a prominent editor, the

discussion on this topic is significant in the history of Chinese education.

Keywords: Seow Yeoh Thian, Chinese Education, Textbooks, Chunghwa
Minkuo in Nanyang
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