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Abstract

Before Independence, Cantonese opera had taken flight and reached its peak.
However, it took a downturn when Malaya achieved its independence. During the
post war period, Cantonese opera was still popular in Kuala Lumpur. The professional

Cantonese opera troupes were active in various amusement parks. Moon Reunion
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Cantonese Opera Troupe was one of the more well-known local opera troupes. Watching
traditional opera then was the main entertainment for many. It even became a trend to
support popular opera actors and actresses by attending their shows. However, modern
film, sound and lighting technology adversely affected Cantonese opera, reducing the
number of its audience. At that time, there were traditional art supporters who suggested
revolutionizing Cantonese opera, with the hope that it will remain relevant through
time and societal change. Cantonese opera had its glorious days in Kuala Lumpur. It
left a precious cultural heritage for the Kuala Lumpur traditional drama scene.

Keywords: Kuala Lumpur, Cantonese opera, opera troupe, Moon
Reunion opera troupe, new era
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