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Abstract

Mai Chang-tian (1842-1929), a native of Qingyuan, Guangdong, was the founder
of Former Haven Sect “Yunxia” Grotto. He was a successful businessman, but later
devoted to the cultivation of Dao. He brought into the sect concept of management, and
hence successfully enhanced the sect with strong financial support. The Grotto project
began its construction in 1911 and eventually completed in 1928, a range of 18 years
to get thing done. On completion of the Grotto project, Mai Chang-tian stepped down
from the post of chief abbot, and allow his nephew Mai Tai-kai (1896-1962) to succeed
him as second abbot of the Grotto. Mai Tai-kai followed his uncle in practising Dao
since he was 7 years’ old. Both him and his mother madam Chen Chang-zhen, sold all
their properties and donated to the sect organization. After the deceased of Mai Chang-
tian, his nephew Mai Tai-kai accomplished his wish of propagating Dao overseas. He
left “Yunxia” Grotto and began his mission of transmitting Dao in Hong Kong, Macao,
and later to Singapore, Malaya and Vietnam. Madam Chen Chang-zhen too contribute
her share in the propagating mission of building the sect temples overseas. Mai Tai-
kai stayed in the sect’s temple “Feixia Jingshe Singapore” during the three year-eight
months’ Japanese occupation. In 1945 he resumed his missionary travelling until 1962,
due to illness he was forced to rest in Singapore after returning from Hong Kong.
Not long after that, he passed away at the age of 66. Needless to say, contributions by
both Mai Chang-tian and his nephew Mai Tai-kai in propagating Ling nan branch of

“Yunxia” Dao tradition in Malaya and Singapore were immeasurable.

Keywords: Mai Chang-tian, Mai Tai-kai, “Yunxia” Grotto, Dao tradition
in Malaya and Singapore
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