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Abstract

Western colonial powers based in Hong Kong, Macao, embarked on a program to
recruit contract Chinese labours from the coastal regions of Guangdong Province after
the Opium War. Farmers and workers in the handicraft industry in the Pearl River Delta
as well as nearby coastal regions who went bust became the main targets of the colonial
powers in this episode of human trafficking, kidnapping and slave trading. Based on
available statistical data: "Until the 19th century, there were 1.1 million overseas Chinese
with their origin in Taishan County in 78 countries and areas worldwide (including
Hong Kong and Macao), more than the 950,000 Taishan County's population in China."
Hence, Taishan County earned the reputation of "China's No. 1 giaoxiang (native land
of the overseas Chinese)". Therefore, it is not surprising that most of the Guangdong
Guofange (Song of Overseas Migration) texts collected in this article are those found
in the Pearl River Delta regions, Taishan County in particular. Reading between the
lines of these guofange texts, one could easily feel the toil and bitter experiences of the.
early migrants. This paper is an attempt at categorizing this incomplete collection of
guofange texts into several categories, based on the contents and an interpretation of
the expressions in the texts. It is hoped that "common memory in history" of the early
Guangdong migrants could be "brought back to life of resurrected" before our eyes.

Keywords: contract Chinese labours, Cantonese dialect migrants,
Guofange (Song of Overseas Migration), common histcorical memory
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