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Farewell to the Past, the Presence of Nation: The Studies of
Realism Writing by Fang Tian in the Magazine Jiao Feng (1955-1957)
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Abstract

Fang Tian (Zhang Hai Wei) stayed for two years in Malaya from 1955 until
1957. During his residence in Singapore, he held the position of the first editor of the
magazine Jiao Feng, and wrote a lot of short stories in the realism mode. Malaya was
an important station for him with the historical moment of independence around the
corner. During the two years of his residence in Malaya, Fang Tian identified with the
collective passion that had advocated the identification of the locality and the identity
of the Malayan Chinese literature, to which Fang Tian has responded through short
stories, scripts and critical writing. After the independence, the press headquarters and
printing factory of both magazine Jiao Feng and Xue Sheng Zhou Bao(The Student
Weekly) moved to Petaling Jaya in Kuala Lumpur. However, Fang Tian did not move
to the new office in Petaling Jaya, instead he left Malaya afterwards. Whether had he
continued to write is not known; there are no other writing by him been mentioned
since then. However, for these two years of his residence in Malaya, he had left a
lot of localized writing in realism which became the important material for Malayan
Chinese literature in 1950s. The writings are worth close reading, to observe how the
writing construct the local identification, the class consciousness and the individual
consciousness at the same time. The studies on Fang Tian also provided an important
supplement for the non-leftwing realism writing in the magazine such as Jiao Feng and
Malaysian Chinese literature history studies.
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