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Abstract

In the late 19th century, the Qing government set up consulates in Singapore and
dispatched consuls, a precedent in the history of diplomacy that recognized the
significance of overseas Chinese communities. The consuls represented the dispersal of
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the literati class and the dissemination of culture; more importantly, their arrival in
Singapore, coupled with their cultural undertakings and literary works, gave shape to
early Mahua literature. Meanwhile, consuls contributed to promote cultural
dissemination and literary learning in the region.

Following the Chinese consuls, men of letters began to travel and immigrated to
the Southeast more frequently. Consequently, poetic correspondences between
expatriate writers and local intellectual drew people's attention in public sphere such as
the newspapers, which helped form a "gentry class". Expatriate writers and their
compositions of classical-style Chinese poetry showcased the unique taste and cultural
refinement of traditional Chinese intellectuals.

In this paper, I pay particular attention to few distinguished Chinese poets in
Singapore, namely Huang Zunxian, Qiu Fengjia, Kang Youwei, Qiu Shuyuan and
attempt to delineate the ways these poets built up the poetics of diaspora and reshape
the literary landscape of Mahua literature.

Keywords: Poetics of diaspora, The history of Mahua Literature, Han
poetry, Nanyang, Immigration from the north
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