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Abstract

This paper is based on a questionnaire survey of Malaysian secondary school
students. The survey attempts to find out the channel by which students gain access to
reading materials, their reading habits and preferences, views on selected works,
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expectations toward writers, and problems encountered in reading. The results show
that students' reading is largely confined to the literary supplements of local Chinese
press. There are significant differences between students in national secondary schools
and private Chinese schools in their choice and access to reading materials. Some
similarities are discernible in students' reading habits and their ambition to become
future writers themselves.

In order to help students to understand and accept Malaysian Chinese literature, it
is necessary to modify the design of syllabus to take into account the needs and
language standard of students. In this connection too, teachers, publishers, and writers
need to play their respective roles by making necessary adjustments.
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- 16.60 16.3 17.8 3.608 | 0.462
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