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Abstract

This paper examines the impact of teaching Mathematics and Science in English
(as well as Chinese) on Chinese primary school pupils. Since the implementation of the
policy in 2003, many cultural and educationist groups of different communities have
voiced their objections. As a compromise, the government allowed Chinese primary
schools to use English and Chinese to teach these subjects. The question then arises as
to whether this practice is against the basic principle of education, or has increased the
burden and pressure on pupils as well as add to their confusion and frustration and
consequently to dampen their interest. Equally relevant are the adverse effects on the
intellect and mental development of the pupils.

The impact of this policy on the Chinese primary school pupils six years into its
implementation is the main concern of this paper. The study is based on a questionnaire
survey of teachers and administrators in Yu Hua Primary School in Kajang, Selangor.
The inquiry is focused on the pupils' ability to cope with the sudden switch in the
medium of instruction from Chinese to English and to compare the effects on their
performance in these subjects taught in English and Chinese. The paper also touches on
the effects of the policy on the ability of pupils in the concurrent learning of the
Chinese, Malay and English languages. The problems faced by the school authority
and, in particular, the teachers and measures adopted to counter the change in policy
will also be discussed.
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