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A Comparative Study of Language Preference between Parents
and Children Communication in Malaysian Chinese Families
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Abstract

One of the important aspects in the study of languages spoken in the family is that
of language preference between parents and children. Chinese parents with young
children today may not communicate in the same language with their children
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as they used to do with their own parents in the past. The language preference between
parents and children is significant as it affects the mother tongue of the children, and
this will in turn bring about certain changes to the language used in the Chinese
community. Base on data collected in a field study, this paper examines the issue of
language choice between parents and children both from the elder and younger
generations in the same family. It also looks into the question of language choice of
families from different medium streams of education. The finding confirms the gradual
shift from the use of dialects to that of English and Mandarin in Chinese families.
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