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Selected Literary Couplets in the
Zheng He Temples of Southeast Asia

(KONG Yuanzhi)
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Abstract

Located in Southeast Asia are 17 temples devoted to the memory of Zheng He. In
many of these temples are displayed an array of couplets. Written in Chinese literary
style, most of the couplets were composed by local Chinese residents to sing the praise
of Zheng He as an envoy of peace and to record admiration for the great admiral.

The couplets were the works of many persons spanning a period of time. A study
of all these couplets would contribute to a better understanding of the influence of
Zheng He's voyages. In such a study, it is necessary to bear in mind that the characters
"Sam-Po" do not always refer to Zheng He himself.
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