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Zheng He and the Sam-Po Hill of Melaka
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Abstract

The history of Admiral Zheng He's visits to Melaka is well documented in
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Chinese historical records. However, whether Zheng He's men ever resided at the
Sam-Po Hill of Melaka is not substantiated by written evidence.

The names of "Po-San Teng" Temple, the Sam-Po Well and the Sam-Po Hill
suggest a connection with Zheng He. In fact, these names are based on legends and the
worship of the great admiral. This historical identity is generally accepted by the
Chinese community of Melaka.

The organization responsible for managing the Sam-Po Hill burial ground is
"Cheng Hoon Teng" Temple. One of its office bearers some years ago refuted the
connection between Sam-Po Hill and Zheng He.

The author made a trip to China in 2001 in an attempt to search for written records
on the direct or indirect link between Zheng He and the Sam-Po Hill but to no avail.
This article will look into the following issues: (1) the historical link between Zheng He
and Melaka, (2) the connection between Zheng He and the Sam-Po Hill.

The co-ordinated efforts among the Chinese community of Melaka, the State
government and the "Cheng Hoon Teng" Temple management committee will
undoubtedly contribute towards establishing a Memorial Hall of Zheng He in Melaka.
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