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Zheng He and Melaka:
The Peaceful Rise of a Major Centre of Civilization
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Abstract

The relationship between the Ming Dynasty and Melaka marks a proud moment in
the history of Sino-Malaysia ties. This historical example of friendly and mutually
beneficial contact between two countries was inseparable from Zheng He's voyages.
This paper examines the relation between Zheng He's voyages and the emergence of
Melaka from the perspective of geopolitics and geoeconomics, and traces the path in
the rise of Melaka as a major centre of civilization in the fifteenth century.
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