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Abstract

Zheng He's voyages opened a new chapter in the history of China-Southeast Asia
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relations. The Ming policy of emphasizing harmonious relations with Southeast Asia
was put into practice to produce an environment of peace and mutual non-aggression.
However, that China was the world's most powerful maritime power then and scoring
foreign policy successes had not enabled it to adopt a maritime policy and to open up to
the world. This was because the Ming dynasty was an inward-looking feudal state
ruling over a stagnant economy. A century later, China was overtaken by Western
capitalism to become an economic laggard.

In the current age of "globalization", Zheng He's peaceful expedition has inspired
China to adopt a good neighbourliness policy of respect, peace and prosperity towards
Southeast Asia. By building this policy on the market economy and the scientific
approach to development, and through a "prosper thy neighbour" policy, China will
help to promote mutual prosperity and progress in an atmosphere of peace and stability
in the region.
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