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Abstract

In an attempt to recover from the deteriorating economy at home, emperors of the
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early Ming Dynasty carried out a foreign policy of good neighbourliness and peaceful
co-existence with overseas countries. The neighbourly and friendly policy of the early
Ming was to be attained by establishing cordial relations with foreign countries,
allowing them to send students to learn in China, welcoming them to engage in tribute
trade, relaxing restrictions to tributary envoys and maintaining regional peace and
stability. The positive effects were reflected in the improvement of the economy and a
certain degree of success in checking Japanese piracy. In the context of this strategy,
Zheng He in his faithfully maritime expeditions pursued a friendly and neighbourly
policy and contributed to the traditional friendship between China and overseas states.
During Zheng He's voyages, nine kings from four states in Southeast Asia visited China
on eight occasions. Among them were a few who died of sickness during the visit and
their tombs in China remain a permanent reminder of the friendly intercourse between
China and the states in Southeast Asia.
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