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China's Ancient Maritime Trade with Southeast Asia

(ANG Lay Hoon)
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Abstract

China has a maritime tradition of trading overseas for two millennia. This tradition
was largely linked up with relations with a large number of ancient states in South,
Southwest and Southeast Asia. This paper discusses China's maritime trade with
Southeast Asia during the Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties. It will examine
the nature and characteristics of this trade and their effects on the long-term ties
between China and Southeast Asia.
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