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Abstract

The New Era College situated south of Kuala Lumpur is one of the three private
colleges established by the Chinese community in Malaysia. The Government's approval
of its application in 1997 was the outcome of various factors. Its establishment is a
reflection of the spirit of the previously proposed Merdeka University that had failed to
win official approval and a demonstration of the high expectation of the Chinese
community for higher education. The eventual goal of the college is to become a private
university. This paper examines the factors leading to the setting up of the college and
discusses various constraints that it faces and the challenges that lie ahead.
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