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Abstract

In many ways, the Ming dynasty navigator Admiral Zheng He symbolized the
enduring relations between China and the states in the Malay Peninsula, especially
Melaka. This paper discusses the role played by the admiral's voyages on the bilateral
China-Malaysia relations and the effects of these historical events that are still relevant in
the contemporary context.

The paper consists of five parts. The first part examines Zheng He's voyages to
Melaka and the establishment of political relations. Part two describes visits to China by
some of Melaka's sultans, followed by part three highlighting the implications of the
visits of the Ming fleet on China-Malaysia relations. The next section delves into some of
the legends and folk beliefs in Melaka that were linked to the admiral including historical
relics and the legend concerning the marriage of Princess Hang Li Poh to one of the
sultans. The final part points out the lessons that may be learned from the "spirit" of
Zheng He's remarkable voyages and visits.
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