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Abstract

This paper examines the life and contributions of Lim Lian Geok in the context of
Malaysian Chinese political history. As a fervent supporter of Chinese education in
Malaysia in the 1950s, Lim was at the forefront in the formation of the United Chinese
School Teachers' Association and in the struggle against political forces that posed a
threat to the existence of Chinese education in the country. In this role, he led efforts to
improve the quality of Chinese education and participated in a landmark meeting with
the ruling Alliance Party leaders in Melaka in 1995.

The paper traces the background of Lim, his personal habits, his views on political
and educational issues, and events that led to the estrangement between him and certain
political leaders and cancellation of his citizenship in 1961. His relationships with several
leaders of the Malaysian Chinese Association such as Tan Cheng Lock and Leong Yew
Koh are analysed. The Melaka meeting with Alliance leaders, including Tunku Abdul
Rahman and Tan Cheng Lock, is re-examined to highlight Lim's successes and failures in
political manoeuverings. Finally, the paper explores the several dimensions of Lim's
sacrifices in the interests of the Malaysian Chinese community.
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